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§ 164.55 Deviations from rules: Con-
tinuing operation or period of time. 

The Captain of the Port, upon writ-
ten application, may authorize a devi-
ation from any rule in this part if he 
determines that the deviation does not 
impair the safe navigation of the vessel 
under anticipated conditions and will 
not result in a violation of the rules for 
preventing collisions at sea. The au-
thorization may be issued for vessels 
operating in the waters under the juris-
diction of the Captain of the Port for 
any continuing operation or period of 
time the Captain of the Port specifies. 

[CGD 74–77, 42 FR 5956, Jan. 31, 1977] 

§ 164.61 Marine casualty reporting and 
record retention. 

When a vessel is involved in a marine 
casualty as defined in 46 CFR 4.03–1, 
the master or person in charge of the 
vessel shall: 

(a) Ensure compliance with 46 CFR 
Subpart 4.05, ‘‘Notice of Marine Cas-
ualty and Voyage Records;’’ and 

(b) Ensure that the voyage records 
required by 46 CFR 4.05–15 are retained 
for: 

(1) 30 days after the casualty if the 
vessel remains in the navigable waters 
of the United States; or 

(2) 30 days after the return of the ves-
sel to a United States port if the vessel 
departs the navigable waters of the 
United States within 30 days after the 
marine casualty. 

[CGD 74–77, 42 FR 5956, Jan. 31, 1977] 

§ 164.70 Definitions. 
For purposes of §§ 164.72 through 

164.82, the term— 
Current edition means the most recent 

published version of a publication, 
chart, or map required by § 164.72. 

Currently corrected edition means a 
current or previous edition of a publi-
cation required by § 164.72, corrected 
with changes that come from Notices 
to Mariners (NTMs) or Notices to Navi-
gation reasonably available and that 
apply to the vessel’s transit. Hand-an-
notated river maps from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (ACOE) are cur-
rently corrected editions if issued with-
in the previous 5 years. 

Great Lakes means the Great Lakes 
and their connecting and tributary wa-

ters including the Calumet River as far 
as the Thomas J. O’Brien Lock and 
Controlling Works (between miles 326 
and 327), the Chicago River as far as 
the east side of the Ashland Avenue 
Bridge (between miles 321 and 322), and 
the Saint Lawrence River as far east as 
the lower exit of Saint Lambert Lock. 

Merchant mariner credential or MMC 
means the credential issued by the 
Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 10. It 
combines the individual merchant 
mariner’s document, license, and cer-
tificate of registry enumerated in 46 
U.S.C. subtitle II part E as well as the 
STCW endorsement into a single cre-
dential that serves as the mariner’s 
qualification document, certificate of 
identification, and certificate of serv-
ice. 

Swing-meter means an electronic or 
electric device that indicates the rate 
of turn of the vessel on board which it 
is installed. 

Towing vessel means a commercial 
vessel engaged in or intending to en-
gage in pulling, pushing or hauling 
alongside, or any combination of pull-
ing, pushing, or hauling alongside. 

Western Rivers means the Mississippi 
River, its tributaries, South Pass, and 
Southwest Pass, to the navigational- 
demarcation lines dividing the high 
seas from harbors, rivers, and other in-
land waters of the United States, and 
the Port Allen-Morgan City Alter-
native Route, and that part of the 
Atchafalaya River above its junction 
with the Port Allen-Morgan City Alter-
native Route including the Old River 
and the Red River and those waters 
specified by §§ 89.25 and 89.27 of this 
chapter, and such other, similar waters 
as are designated by the COTP. 

[CGD 94–020, 61 FR 35072, July 3, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11213, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 164.72 Navigational-safety equip-
ment, charts or maps, and publica-
tions required on towing vessels. 

(a) Except as provided by § 164.01(b), 
each towing vessel must be equipped 
with the following navigational-safety 
equipment: 

(1) Marine Radar. By August 2, 1997, a 
marine radar that meets the following 
applicable requirements: 
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(i) For a vessel of less than 300 tons 
gross tonnage that engages in towing 
on navigable waters of the U.S., includ-
ing Western Rivers, the radar must 
meet— 

(A) The requirements of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
specified by 47 CFR part 80; and 

(B) RTCM Standard for Marine Radar 
Equipment Installed on Ships of Less 
Than 300 Tons Gross Tonnage, RTCM 
Paper 71–95/SC112–STD, Version 1.1, dis-
play Category II and stabilization Cat-
egory Bravo. 

(ii) For a vessel of less than 300 tons 
gross tonnage that engages in towing 
seaward of navigable waters of the U.S. 
or more than three nautical miles from 
shore on the Great Lakes, the radar 
must meet— 

(A) The requirements of the FCC 
specified by 47 CFR part 80; and 

(B) RTCM Standard for Marine Radar 
Equipment Installed on Ships of Less 
Than 300 Tons Gross Tonnage, RTCM 
Paper 71–95/SC112–STD, Version 1.1, dis-
play Category I and stabilization Cat-
egory Alpha. 

(iii) For a vessel of 300 tons gross ton-
nage or more that engages in towing on 
navigable waters of the U.S., including 
Western rivers, the radar must meet— 

(A) The requirements of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
specified by 47 CFR part 80; and 

(B) RTCM Recommended Standards 
for Marine Radar Equipment Installed 
on Ships of 300 Tons Gross Tonnage and 
Upwards, RTCM Paper 191–93/SC112–X, 
Version 1.2 except the requirements for 
azimuth stabilization in paragraph 3.10. 

(iv) For a vessel of 300 tons gross ton-
nage or more that engages in towing 
seaward of navigable waters of the U.S. 
or more than three nautical miles from 
shore on the Great Lakes, the radar 
must meet— 

(A) The requirements of the FCC 
specified by 47 CFR Part 80; and 

(B) RTCM Recommended Standards 
for Marine Radar Equipment Installed 
on Ships of 300 Tons Gross Tonnage and 
Upwards, RTCM Paper 191–93/SC112–X, 
Version 1.2. 

(v) A towing vessel with an existing 
radar must meet the applicable re-
quirements of paragraphs (a)(1) (i) 
through (iv) of this section by August 
2, 1998; except that a towing vessel with 

an existing radar must meet the dis-
play and stabilization requirements of 
paragraph (a)(1)(ii)(B) of this section 
by August 2, 2001. 

(2) Searchlight. A searchlight, 
directable from the vessel’s main steer-
ing station and capable of illuminating 
objects at a distance of at least two 
times the length of the tow. 

(3) VHF-FM Radio. An installation or 
multiple installations of VHF-FM ra-
dios as prescribed by part 26 of this 
chapter and 47 CFR part 80, to main-
tain a continuous listening watch on 
the designated calling channel, VHF- 
FM Channel 13 (except on portions of 
the Lower Mississippi River, where 
VHF-FM Channel 67 is the designated 
calling channel), and to separately 
monitor the International Distress and 
Calling Channel, VHF-FM Channel 16, 
except when transmitting or receiving 
traffic on other VHF-FM channels or 
when participating in a Vessel Traffic 
Service (VTS) or monitoring a channel 
of a VTS. (Each U.S. towing vessel of 26 
feet (about 8 meters) or more in length, 
except a public vessel, must hold a 
ship-radio-station license for radio 
transmitters (including radar and 
EPIRBs), and each operator must hold 
a restricted operator’s license or high-
er. To get an application for either li-
cense, call (800) 418–FORM or (202) 418– 
FORM, or write to the FCC; Wireless 
Bureau, Licensing Division; 1270 Fair-
field Road; Gettysburg, PA 17325–7245.) 

(4) Magnetic Compass. Either— 
(i) An illuminated swing-meter or an 

illuminated car-type magnetic steering 
compass readable from the vessel’s 
main steering station, if the vessel en-
gages in towing exclusively on Western 
Rivers; or 

(ii) An illuminated card-type mag-
netic steering compass readable from 
the vessel’s main steering station. 

(5) Echo Depth-Sounding Device. By 
August 2, 2001, an echo depth-sounding 
device readable from the vessel’s main 
steering station, unless the vessel en-
gages in towing exclusively on Western 
Rivers. 

(6) Electronic Position-Fixing Device. 
An electronic position-fixing device, ei-
ther a LORAN-C receiver or a satellite 
navigational system such as the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) as required 
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by § 164.41, if the vessel engages in tow-
ing seaward of navigable waters of the 
U.S. or more than three nautical miles 
from shore on the Great Lakes. 

(b) Each towing vessel must carry on 
board and maintain the following: 

(1) Charts or maps. Marine charts or 
maps of the areas to be transited, pub-
lished by the National Ocean Service 
(NOS), the ACOE, or a river authority 
that satisfy the following require-
ments: 

(i) The charts or maps must be of a 
large enough scale and have enough de-
tail to make safe navigation of the 
areas possible. 

(ii) The charts or maps must be ei-
ther— 

(A) Current editions or currently cor-
rected editions, if the vessel engages in 
towing exclusively on navigable waters 
of the U.S., including Western Rivers; 
or 

(B) Currently corrected editions, if 
the vessel engages in towing seaward of 
navigable waters of the U.S. or more 
than three nautical miles from shore 
on the Great Lakes. 

(iii) The charts or maps may be, in-
stead of charts or maps required by 
paragraphs (b)(1) (i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion, currently corrected marine charts 
or maps, or applicable extracts, pub-
lished by a foreign government. These 
charts or maps, or applicable extracts, 
must contain information similar to 
that on the charts or maps required by 
paragraphs (b)(1) (i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion, be of large enough scale, and have 
enough detail to make safe navigation 

of the areas possible, and must be cur-
rently corrected. 

(2) General publications. A currently 
corrected edition of, or an applicable 
currently corrected extract from, each 
of the following publications for the 
area to be transited: 

(i) If the vessel is engaged in towing 
exclusively on Western Rivers— 

(A) U.S. Coast Guard Light List; 
(B) Applicable Notices to Navigation 

published by the ACOE, or Local No-
tices to Mariners (LNMs) published by 
the Coast Guard, for the area to be 
transited, when available; and 

(C) River-current tables published by 
the ACOE or a river authority, if avail-
able. 

(ii) If the vessel is engaged other 
than in towing exclusively on Western 
Rivers— 

(A) Coast Guard Light List; 
(B) Notices to Mariners published by 

the National Imagery and Mapping 
Agency, or LNMs published by the 
Coast Guard; 

(C) Tidal-current tables published by 
private entities using data provided by 
the NOS, or river-current tables pub-
lished by the ACOE or a river author-
ity: 

(D) Tide tables published by private 
entities using data provided by the 
NOS; and 

(E) U.S. Coast Pilot. 
(c) Table 164.72, following, summa-

rizes the navigational-safety equip-
ment, charts or maps, and publications 
required for towing vessels of 12 meters 
or more in length engaged in towing: 

TABLE 164.72—EQUIPMENT, CHARTS OR MAPS, AND PUBLICATIONS FOR TOWING VESSELS OF12 
METERS OR MORE IN LENGTH 

Western rivers U.S. navigable waters other 
than western rivers 

Waters seaward of navigable 
waters and 3 NM or more from 

shore on the Great Lakes 

Marine Radar: 
Towing Vessels of 

Less Than 300 GT.
RTCM Paper 71–95/SC112– 

STD Version 1.1, Display 
Category II 1 Stabilization 
Category BRAVO.

RTCM Paper 71–95/SC112– 
STD Version 1.1, Display 
Category II 1 Stabilization 
Category BRAVO.

RTCM Paper 71–95/SC112– 
STD Version 1.1, Display 
Category I 2 Stabilization Cat-
egory ALPHA. 

Towing Vessels of 300 
GT or More.

RTCM Paper 191–93/SC112–X 
Version 1.2 (except the 
Azmuth stabilization require-
ment in paragraph 3.10). 1.

RTCM Paper 191–93/SC112–X 
Version 1.2 (except the 
Azmuth stabilization require-
ment in paragraph 3.10). 1.

RTCM Paper 191–93/SC112–X 
Version 1.2. 1 

Searchlight .................. X X X 
VHF-FM Radio ............ X X X 
Magnetic Compass ..... X 3 X X 
Swing-Meter ................ X 3 
Echo Depth-Sounding 

Device.
X X 
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TABLE 164.72—EQUIPMENT, CHARTS OR MAPS, AND PUBLICATIONS FOR TOWING VESSELS OF12 
METERS OR MORE IN LENGTH—Continued 

Western rivers U.S. navigable waters other 
than western rivers 

Waters seaward of navigable 
waters and 3 NM or more from 

shore on the Great Lakes 

Electronic Position-Fix-
ing Device.

X 

Charts or Maps ........... (1) Large enough scale ............. (1) Large enough scale ............. (1) Large enough scale. 
(2) Current edition or currently 

corrected edition.
(2) Current edition or currently 

corrected edition.
(2) Currently corrected edition. 

General Publications ... (1) U.S. Coast Guard Light List (1) U.S. Coast Guard Light List (1) U.S. Coast Guard Light List. 
(2) Notices to Navigation or 

Local Notices to Mariners.
(2) Local Notices to Mariners ... (2) Local Notices to Mariners. 

(3) River-current Tables ............ (3) Tidal-current Tables ............ (3) Tidal-current Tables. 
(4) Tide Tables .......................... (4) Tide Tables. 
(5) U.S. Coast Pilot ................... (5) U.S. Coast Pilot. 

NOTES: 
1 Towing vessels with existing radar must meet this requirement by August 2, 1998. 
2 Towing vessels with existing radar must meet this requirement by August 2, 1998 but do not need to meet the display and 

stabilization requirements until August 2, 2001. 
3 A towing vessel may carry either a swing-meter or a magnetic compass. 

[CGD 94–020, 61 FR 35073, July 3, 1996, as amended by CGD 97–034, 62 FR 40272, July 28, 1997; 
USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34715, June 29, 1999; USCG–2001–9286, 66 FR 33641, June 25, 2001] 

§ 164.74 Towline and terminal gear for 
towing astern. 

(a) Towline. The owner, master, or op-
erator of each vessel towing astern 
shall ensure that the strength of each 
towline is adequate for its intended 
service, considering at least the fol-
lowing factors: 

(1) The size and material of each tow-
line must be— 

(i) Appropriate for the horsepower or 
bollard pull of the vessel; 

(ii) Appropriate for the static loads 
and dynamic loads expected during the 
intended service; 

(iii) Appropriate for the sea condi-
tions expected during the intended 
service; 

(iv) Appropriate for exposure to the 
marine environment and to any chemi-
cals used or carried on board the ves-
sel; 

(v) Appropriate for the temperatures 
of normal stowage and service on board 
the vessel; 

(vi) Compatible with associated navi-
gational-safety equipment; and 

(vii) Appropriate for the likelihood of 
mechanical damage. 

(2) Each towline as rigged must be— 
(i) Free of knots; 
(ii) Spliced with a thimble, or have a 

poured socket at its end; and 
(iii) Free of wire clips except for tem-

porary repair, for which the towline 
must have a thimble and either five 

wire clips or as many wire clips as the 
manufacturer specifies for the nominal 
diameter and construction of the tow-
line, whichever is more. 

(3) The condition of each towline 
must be monitored through the— 

(i) Keeping on board the towing ves-
sel or in company files of a record of 
the towline’s initial minimum break-
ing strength as determined by the man-
ufacturer, by a classification (‘‘class’’) 
society authorized in § 157.04 of this 
chapter, or by a tensile test that meets 
API Specification 9A, Specification for 
Wire Rope, Section 3; ASTM D 4268 (in-
corporated by reference, see § 164.03), 
Standard Test Method for Testing 
Fiber Ropes; or Cordage Institute CIA 
3, Standard Test Methods for Fiber 
Rope Including Standard Termi-
nations; 

(ii) If the towline is purchased from 
another owner, master, or operator of a 
vessel with the intent to use it as a 
towline or if it is retested for any rea-
son, keeping on board the towing vessel 
or in company files of a record of each 
retest of the towline’s minimum break-
ing strength as determined by a class 
society authorized in § 157.04 of this 
chapter or by a tensile test that meets 
API Specification 9A, Section 3; ASTM 
D 4268 (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 164.03) or Cordage Institute CIA 3, 
Standard Test Methods; 
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